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remained there through negligence and that, when any error
important enough to need correction is pointed out, it will be
corrected immediately on attention being drawn to it.
WITH BLOWING OF CONCHES
The circumstances under which Deshbandhu Das was arrested
are interesting. He was arrested in his own house. When the
police arrived at about four in the afternoon, all were having tea.
Mr. Sasmal, the Secretary, went downstairs to meet the police.
On his introducing himself, he was arrested. Meanwhile, Desh-
bandhu Das had also gone down.
"Do you wish to arrest me?"
"Yes, if you please.'9
"Well, I am ready."
Having said this, Deshbandhu did not go up to meet his wife
but accompanied the police. When the carriage taking him away
came out, people outside shouted with joy and the women up-
stairs blew conches. In Bengal, it is customary to blow the conch
when welcoming a person or bidding farewell to anyone on an
auspicious occasion. This is regarded as a good omen. When
women give up crying on their husbands, sons or fathers being
arrested and, instead, rejoice on the occasion, knowing that their
imprisonment will serve the country and dharma, we shall see
dharma prevail and adharma destroyed. I, therefore, sec in this
blowing of the conch India's victory.
[From Gujarati]
Navajwan, 18-12-1921